
Criminology LEARNING JOURNEY 

13
YEAR

12
YEAR

Examinations

Understanding and Applying Skills in Criminology 

Year 1
2

Year 1
3

Revision

Final A 
level 

exams

Unit 1 
Changing 
Awareness 
of Crime:

Social construction 
of criminality.

Media 
representations 
of crime.Compare 

campaigns 
for 
change.

Sociological 
theories of 
criminality.

Methods 
of 
collecting 
statistics.

Explain the
impact of 
media
representation
s on the public 
perception of 
crime.

Compare 
campaigns 
for change.

Effectiveness of 
media in 
campaigns for 
change.

Campaign for 
change 
planning

Design campaign 
for change 
materials.

Justification of 
campaign for 
change.

Situations of criminality.

Effectiveness of 
sociological theories 
of criminality.

Use of sociological 
theories in informing 
policy development.

Assessment – Unit 2 Criminological Theories 
of Crime Exam May/June Year 12

Unit 3 Crime Scene 
to courtroom 
introduction

Human Rights Law – rules,
Theory and historical 
background

Evaluate the
effectiveness of the
roles of personnel
involved in criminal
investigations.

Describe 
processes used 
for law making.

Describe the 
organisation of the 
criminal justice 
system in
England and Wales.

Usefulness of 
investigation 
techniques.

Describe models of 
criminal justice.

Understand
rules in relation to the 
use of evidence in 
criminal cases.

Explain forms of social control. Discuss the 
aims of 
punishment.

Effectiveness 
of agencies in 
achieving 
social 
control.

Draw
conclusio
ns from
informati
on.

Biological 
theories of 
criminality.

Controlled 
conditions practice

Assessment - Unit 1 Changing Awareness of Crime 8 Hour 
Controlled Conditions Assignment April of Year 12

Unit 4 – Crime 
and Punishment 
introduction

Explain how
evidence is 
processed.

Examine
information for validity.

Unit 2 
Criminolo
gical 
Theories 
of Crime

Types of 
crime.Reasons why 

crimes are 
unreported.

Criminal 
behaviour 
and 
deviance.

Consequen
ces of 
unreported 
crime.

Psychological 
theories of 
criminality.

Revision

Practice 
papers

Rights of 
individuals in 
criminal 
investigations.

Crown prosecution 
Service requirements 
for prosecution.

Assess key
influences affecting
the outcomes of
criminal cases.

Assessment - Unit 3 Crime Scene to Courtroom 
8 Hour Controlled Conditions Assignment April 

of Year 13

Revision

Limitations 
of agencies 
in achieving 
social 
control.

Contributions 
of agencies to 
achieve social 
control.

Explain the 
role of 
agencies in 
social 
control.

Assessment – Unit 4 Crime and Punishment 
Exam May/June Year 13


