
Newsletter Issue No. 2

December 2023

Cardinal Newman
Catholic School

Holy Cross Catholic Multi Academy Company

NEWSLETTER

And the angel answered her, "The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore, the child to be born will be 
called holy — the Son of God."



HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE

Dear
Dear Parent/Carers

We wish all our families a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

It has been a long and eventful term. Over the last 15 weeks students and staff have 
had a busy time delivering the curriculum and providing opportunities of 
enrichment, many of which are detailed in this newsletter edition.  We are grateful 
for all the opportunities we have been able to offer and very proud of our students 
whose outreach work in the community is often recognised as outstanding. This 
term students have been community litter picking and supporting local residential 
homes amongst many other activities

Sadly, this term we sadly lost a member of staff, our beloved Mr. Said. He was 
our Design and Technology Technician who passed away in October. He was a 
dedicated member of our school staff body, and he will be greatly missed.

In addition to this we were sorry to hear that Jim Smith, the former school caretaker, 
sadly passed away. Jim who had retired had previously lived on site and was very 
popular with our student body. His daughter Sharon is a current valued member of 
our staff body, and our thoughts are with her and her family at this sad time.

We take this opportunity to thank all our families for their support over the last 
year. We are aware that Christmas can be a challenging time and direct families to 
our welfare and safeguarding pages that are located at the end of the newsletter.

We look forward to the new term starting on 8th January 2024 and wish you all a 
peaceful holiday.

Ms O'Connor
Headteacher



Remembering Andrew Said

A much-loved Coventry teacher who 'inspired thousands of students' has died, his family have said. Andrew Said died 
after a short illness at the age of 76.

Andrew spent many years teaching Art and Design at Whitley Abbey Comprehensive School and Cardinal Newman 
Catholic High School. He was said to have been an inspiration to many during his forty-year career in Coventry.

He was known for being patient, innovative, inclusive and encouraging, his family said. Daughter Naomi said he will 
be 'deeply missed' following his death at University Hospital Coventry in Walsgrave.

Andrew began teaching in 1974 after emigrating from Malta. He studied Art at Lanchester Polytechnic and the 
School of Education in Birmingham. He dedicated his career to motivating young people to take part, develop their 
skills and discover their creativity, his family said.

Andrew loved teaching and even after retiring decided to take up a post at Cardinal Newman School as the Design 
and Technology Technician. He was still working there shortly before his death on Sunday, November 5.

Headteacher Emma O'Connor said: “He never failed to deliver, always with a smile and a word of advice to make 
things better and the news of his passing brings deep sadness to a school community who will miss him dearly.”
A series of large poppies that he created adorn the school railings each year on Sandpits Lane. Andrew also crafted a 
beautiful set of wooden benches at the Coventry Peace Orchard.
Outside of teaching Andrew loved to sing with the Coventry Philharmonic Choir. Daughter Naomi described him as a 
loving husband, dad and grandfather-of-two who will be 'missed by many.'

His family said: “We would like to thank the staff, chaplaincy and bereavement teams at University Hospital 
Coventry who cared for Andrew. He lived an amazing life sharing joy, interest and enthusiasm wherever he went.
“He was generous with his talents, a kind, warm and encouraging man and a friend to many. Through our deep 
sadness at his loss, we cherish happy memories of his light and humorous outlook, boundless creativity and energy 
for participating in all aspects of life and all the conversations and meals shared.
“His joy and pride at becoming a devoted grandad of two, only in the year before his death, is something we will 
treasure, even through the heartache at losing him so suddenly. His death has been a big shock to us all. He will be 
missed by many.”
Tributes have continued to pour in following his death at the age of 76. Andrew was described by his ex -students as 
'wonderful and kind' with one saying they were 'eternally grateful.'
Anthony Atkinson said: “I am so sad to hear about the passing of Mr Said. He was a wonderful, kind, dedicated art 
teacher and was influential in me having a passion and lifelong career in Art and Design, for which I will be eternally 
grateful.”



Remembering Jim Smith

It is with great sadness to hear of the passing of Jim Smith.
Jim served as caretaker to Cardinal Newman in the years 1979 to 2005 and 

along with his late wife Mary, is fondly remembered by many in the Newman 
community both past and present for his contribution to the school and wider 

community during those years. We wish his family our deepest condolences 
and send our heartfelt prayers and love.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him. 
May he rest in peace. Amen

Jim was a gentle soul with a big heart. 
He had time for everyone and 

consequently was universally loved 
and respected by all. He was 

affectionately referred to as Jimbo by 
all the students and he had the 

measure of them all. Along with his 
beloved late wife, Mary, they served 
the community of Newman for many 

years and will be remembered by 
many. - Mrs. Pears

Jim Smith and his late wife Mary 
contributed to the Cardinal Newman 

School community for many years. Jim, 
in the role of School Caretaker was 

respected by staff and students alike 
and always had a glint in his eye and a 

smile on his face. Our thoughts are 
with his family at this time. - Mr. Shaw



Return to School 2024

MGN standards letter



TERM DATES

Term Term Dates Teacher Training Days

Autumn 2023
Monday 4 September 2023
to Friday 22 December

Monday 4 September 2023
Friday 29 September 2023
Friday 17 November 2023

(Pupil Days 72)
(Total Days 75)

Half Term Break
Saturday 28 October
to Sunday 5 November

Christmas Holiday
Saturday 23 December
to Sunday 7 January 2024

Spring 2024
Monday 8 January 2024
to Friday 22 March

(Pupil Days 50)
(Total Days 50)

Half Term Break
Saturday 10 February
to Sunday 18 February

Monday 19th February 2024

Easter Holiday
Saturday 23 March

to Sunday 7 April

Summer 2024
Monday 8 April
to Friday 19 July

Friday 28 June 2024

(Pupil Days 68)
(Total Days 69)

May Day Holiday
Monday 6 May

Half Term Break
Saturday 25 May

to Sunday 2 June

Summer Holiday
Saturday 20 July

(Pupil Days 190)
(Total Days 194)



CATHOLIC LIFE

CTK Parish Mass



Remembrance day



ALUMNI

CALLING ALL FORMER STUDENTS
If you are a former student of Cardinal Newman, we want to hear from 

you!
Your experiences since leaving school could help to motivate and inspire 
our current students to feel more confident in making decisions about 

their future. We'd love you to join our Alumni network and stay 
connected with the school.

You can choose when and how to help, such as through attending careers 
events, support with work experience placements, mock interviews, 

careers assemblies and many more.
We are also looking for past students to join a smaller steering group to 

support in planning future events.

To sign up and join our 
Alumni, please scan the QR 
code above and complete our 
sign up form. Or click 
here: https://forms.office.com/e/wnbU7ceB

MD

It doesn't matter when you left 
us, whether you are in further 
education or employment, 
whether you live nearby or have 
moved further away, there are 
still ways that you can help!
If you would like further 
information, then please get in 
touch. Email: 
alumni@cncs.school

https://forms.office.com/e/wnbU7ceBMD
https://forms.office.com/e/wnbU7ceBMD
mailto:alumni@cncs.school


STUDENT LEADERSHIP

This year we have introduced a wide range of student leadership 
roles. Students signed up to the following:
- Junior student leader
- Student council representative
- Tutor representative
- Anti bullying representatives
- Subject ambassadors
- Peer to peer mentoring
- Reading aloud mentor
- Student librarian

Our first student council meeting of the year was held on 
Friday 20th October. Students discussed a wide range of 
issues, such as Social time activities, rewards, trips and our 
sharp start initiative. Our next student council meeting is 
on Friday 15th December.

We recently recruited 
for our cultural 
diversity group and 
are looking forward 
to our first planning 
meeting before 
Christmas to plan our 
exciting events.



Love Christmas Charity

Staff and students went to the Foleshill Social Supermarket to 

support the event ‘Love Christmas’. We helped to cook and 

serve food, help children adopt teddies toys and books, help 

Santa, glitter and face paint children and bring some Christmas 

Joy! Mr. Jones might be missing on Monday as he had to fly 
back to Lapland after his shift today!



Op Sterling Course

Some Newman students continued with the Op Stirling course with ex 

Sgt White on the school grounds last week. The course has been 

challenging but students have been able to reflect on their personal 

behaviours and the discipline that goes around these. Thank you so 

much to ex Sgt White who gives up his own time to pass on his valuable 

experience and insights to enable our students to develop key 

characteristics and leadership skills



Residential Home Visit

Students had a lovely time today at Ashfield Residential Home 

(Mauricare Ashfield House). Some of the students were taught 

knitting and we also had time to make some mince pies! Thank 

you to Ashfield for hosting us. It is lovely to hear the stories 
from the residents and how much they enjoy our company!



CNCS Family Christmas Mass

On Wednesday 13th December we held our beautiful mass that started with 

Carols and finished with the Year 7 Rocky Robin performance. Our thanks as 

always to Fr Pat and to all our wonderful families for their support.

Well done to our Year 12 Lourdes Group for providing the refreshments.



CNCS Mass

We are delighted that we have been able to come together as a 

school and celebrate mass this week. Thank you to Fr. Pat who 

hosted us at Holy Family Church over the last two days. Both 

masses were a fabulous celebration of all we have achieved this 

term and an excellent opportunity to continue our Advent 
Journey. Thank you to our readers and choir. Congratulations 

must also go to our Year 12 Eucharistic Ministers who received 

their training at St. Chads Cathedral earlier this term and made 
their debut this week.



Advent Charity Fundraising

As part of their Advent Charity fundraising, some Year 9 students 

organised a litter pick around our community. The students did a 

fantastic job collecting a lot of litter and raised money in the 

process which will go towards CAFOD World gifts. You are a credit 
to the school and we are so proud of you!



CNCS Staff Family Christmas 
Panto

Staff and their families had a great time yesterday afternoon at the Christmas 

Pantomime courtesy of local theatre company Funny Business. They put on a 
performance of Hansel and Gretel featuring Newman students: Ciar and Brodie J 

and Head Girl, Emma J. Refreshments were provided by Sixth Form students raising 

funds for their Lourdes pilgrimage and youngsters even had a surprise early visit 
from Father Christmas and his elf. 

The residents at Mauricare Ashfield House came along to join in the fun too!
Great fun was had by all and a huge thanks to Funny Business!



CNCS Christmas Dinners



CNCS Christmas Dinners



CNCS Christmas Dinners



Year 7 – Mr Poole

Year 7 ASPIRE and Rewards

A huge welcome to all our Year 7 parents and carers.
Everyone in Year 7 has been busy this half term completing 
their autumn assessments, of which we are all very proud 
of the students for working so hard to achieve their best.

We would all also like to take this opportunity to wish all 
our families the best Christmas and New Year. Merry 

Christmas everyone!

Year 7 – Celebrating 
Success Tutor Group ASPIRE Points

7APP 5600
7APT 6005
7CBE 7011
7CTN 4652
7EHS 3999

7HCL 6852

7JPR 4606
7OLT 8299
7RAB 5408

Ava Poole
400 ASPIRE

Points

Year 7 Top ASPIRE Scorer
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7HCL

Ella Waterhouse – Qualified 
for the Irish Dancing world 

championships.



Year 7 - Awards Assembly

Year 7 were next to celebrate all of their achievements in their 

Rewards Assembly yesterday and what a lovely occasion it 

was! Well done to all of the students who won Subject, Tutor 

and Head of Year Awards and particularly the students who 

won the 100% attendance raffle and each were gifted a brand 
new bike! We are very proud of you all!



Year 7 Disco

Year 7 students had the best time at the Christmas Disco! Well done to staff 

and students going to Lourdes (and some who aren’t but just happy to 

help!) for organising and a big shout out to our Site Team who have made 

the Pope Francis Hall look fabulous and to Mr. Hedge for being our DJ 

ensuring the dance floor was full all night!



Year 8 – Mr McLintock
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A very warm welcome to the students and parents of Year 8. It has been a 
very busy few weeks with students completing their Autumn assessments 

and we as a school are very proud of how you have managed this. Another 
huge well done to the many subject and tutor ambassadors that have been 
chosen to represent Year 8. Remember, your pastoral team are always here 
to support you and do not hesitate to ask if you ever have any questions or 

concerns.

‘Occasiones non factum te creare eos’
Opportunities do not happen, you create them

Inter Tutor Standings

Attendance
8CRN – 89.1%
8EMY – 96%
8EWB – 93%

8FGH – 93.9%
8HSE – 95.2%
8JMH – 95.4%
8LNN – 98.4%
8SDS – 95.6%
8SNL – 96.8%

Year 8 Stars of the Week

Year 8 Notice

Names Tutor 
Group

Caoihme McGrory, Arvin Liu 8CRN

Lidiia Dovbenuik, Daniel Jackson 8EMY

Gethin Davies, Theo Bray 8EWB

Shay Tamne, Jenna Thaker 8FGH

Ceanna Ntahorobuze, Bobby 

Smith

8HSE

Ted White, Amelia Telatynska 8JMH

Gracie Watts, Auerlia Wegrzyn 8LNN

Belle Jarvis, Emse Rochester 8SDS

Kitty Sullivan, Eva Thompson 8SNL

ASPIRE
8CRN – 2843
8EMY – 3245
8EWB –1866
8FGH – 1875
8HSE – 1717
8JMH – 1590
8LNN – 1995
8SDS – 1667
8SNL – 3756



Year 8 - Awards Assembly

Well done to all the students who won Subject, Tutor and 

Head of Year Awards and particularly the students who 

won the 100% attendance raffle and each were gifted a 
brand-new bike! We are very proud of you all!



Year 8 - Poetry Slam Workshop

On Friday 8th December, some Year 8 students took part in a poetry slam workshop 

with previous Coventry Poet Laureate (Emilie Lauren Jones). The students were 
working on the theme of refuge and completed poems in groups. The winning group 
was: James, Calvin, Geovanny, Lucy, Maira and Natalia. They will be given the chance 

to compete against other students from Coventry in a Poetry Slam in the New Year. 
Well done to all who took part!



Hello Year 9, Can you believe it is December? We have lots to look 
forward to this term. Some of you are going on your first 

residential to Soli house and we have lots of Christmas activities 
planned. We are also busy taking part in our Charity events for 

Advent. Please ensure you are bringing in items for the food bank.
However please remember that with reward comes some 
expectations, we need to show excellent behaviours and 

attendance and live up to our school ASPIRE values.

Year 9 – Mrs Eggison
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Don’t forget 
the tutor 

group with 
least 

negative 
points wins 

the top 
notch tutor 

trophy and a 
box of 

sweets.

Tutor attendance since 
September

Tutor Aspire since 
September

'Ex Nihilo nihil fit'

9ABI 87%
9AHR 97%
9AKY 94%
9JGD 93%
9LHN 93%
9LMR 97%
9MUD 93%
9RDS 94%
9TGN 95%

9ABI 4797

9AHR 5261

9AKY 4701

9JGD 6095

9LHN 5258

9LMR 6098

9MUD 3795

9RDS 5401

9TGN 4544



Year 9 – Awards Assembly

Year 9 also celebrated all their achievements in their Rewards 

Assembly! Another huge well done to all of the students who 

won Subject, Tutor and Head of Year Awards and particularly 

the students who won the 100% attendance raffle and each 

were gifted a brand new bike! We are very proud of you all - 
keep up the good work!



Year 9 - Wizard of Oz, Planet ICE

Year 9 enjoyed a festive theatre trip to see Wizard of Oz on Ice 
yesterday. The students had a joyous afternoon watching the 

spectacular ice skaters and fun was had by all! 
It was also wonderful to see Faye T in Year 11 being a huge part of 

the show itself!



Year 9 - Wizard of Oz, Planet ICE

Year 9 enjoyed a festive theatre trip to see Wizard of Oz on Ice 
yesterday. The students had a joyous afternoon watching the 

spectacular ice skaters and fun was had by all! 
It was also wonderful to see Faye T in Year 11 being a huge part of 

the show itself!



Year 9 - SoliHouse Trip

This December CNCS took 40 Year 9’s to Soli house In Staffordshire. Soli House is a spiritual 
retreat center ran my The Kenelm Youth Trust created to help teenagers and young adults to 
develop and grow in their spirituality. The theme for this retreat was ‘A Case for Christmas’ 

throughout the retreat we looked into the evidence for faith and the reasons why we 
question our faith and how we can over come this in our modern society.



Year 9 - SoliHouse Trip

Our students challenged themselves by challenging their teamwork, coordination 
and personal opinions. Students partook in various challenges and outdoor activities such as 

a group Hike and Low ropes team challenges. Each student got an opportunity to work 
with the volunteer team at Soli House to question their faith and engage in conversations 

of faith.



Year 9 - SoliHouse Trip



Year 10 – Mr Abbott
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Miss OakmanYear 10  NewsA very warm welcome to all our Year 10 students, parents and carers. As 
always, it's an exciting time for our students as they will have an assembly 
that launches their 'work experience' placement taking place in the 
Summer term. This is a fantastic opportunity for all students to experience 
the skills, day-to-day tasks and requirements needed withinm the 
workplace. More details will be shared with you soon. Another success 
has been the attendance to the Period 6 English intervention for all 
students. This has been excellent, and our students have really engaged in 
the revision sessions in preparation for their Mocks but also the actual 
GCSE exam in the Summer of 2024. Well done to all Year 10!

Tutor Attendance –
since 5th Sept

Best Tutor Attendance
10AMY – 95.94%

Total Tutor ASPIRE 
points – since 5th Sept

10AMY 95.94%
10CML 90.84%
10CPE 90.26%
10CHT 89.25%
10SWN 88.76%
10EBG 89.98%
10ABK 83.95%
10NSI 86.38%
10NOE 84.57%

10EBG 4086
10CHT 3078
10CPE 3173
10ABK 2822
10SWN 3019
10NOE 2884
10AMY 2659
10NSI 2735
10CML 5082



Year 11 –  Miss Oakman
Mock Examinations
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Miss Oakman

The next round of Mock Examinations will commence on the 5.2.2024. 
Students will also be sitting a in class assessment in core subjects when 

returning to school post the Christmas holidays. To support the children in 
their revision they will receive a Christmas homework booklet which will 
have details on the homework/revision they will have to complete during 
the Christmas holidays.  This booklet will be posted home and uploaded 

to classcharts.

Christmas rewards Trip

To reward Year 11 on their hard work we will be taking the year group 
on a funded school trip on the 18.12.2023. Please ensure you click the 

forms link below to consent to your child attending the trip:

https://forms.office.com/e/V4Sne1G1pg

The children will be in none uniform and will leave from town on the 
afternoon of the trip.

https://forms.office.com/e/V4Sne1G1pg


Year 11 –  Miss Oakman

Parents Evening
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Miss Oakman
On the 30.11.2023 we held parents evening for year 11 

students. This was a highly attended event, students, teachers 
and parents discussed the recent Mock examination results, 

aim high targets and teacher forecasted grades. For those 
parents who were unable to attend please refer to Arbor and 

your emails for a copy of your child's most recent mock results. 
If you would like to discuss these result further, please do not 

hesitate to contact your child's teachers via email.

It is important when reading their results, you 
note the following:

• Aim High Target- This is the target they should be aiming for 
at the end of year 11.

• Teacher Forecast- This is what their teachers are proposing 
they will achieve at the end of year 11 based on their 

current progress.
• Mock Result- This is the grade the students achieved in 

the Autumn round of Mock exams.

Key Dates:

5.2.2024- Mock Exams round 2

22.3.2024- Year 11 Takeaway 

evening



Year 11 - Awards Assembly

Year 11 celebrated the end of term in style today in their Rewards Assembly! 

Year 11 have had a lot on this term with mocks, Period 6, Period 7 and Saturday 
school and it was lovely to celebrate all their hard work and achievements! Well 
done to all of the students who won Subject and Tutor awards and particularly 

the students who won the 100% attendance raffle and were gifted a brand-new 
bike! Well done Year 11, we’re extremely proud of you and keep proving you’re 

made for greatness!



Year 11 – Rewards Trip

Year 11 had lots of fun on their rewards trip to the Skydome and the 

Cinema! As you can probably tell, there were lots of 'bambi's on ice'! 

It was lovely to see Year 11 celebrate their hard work and 

achievements this half term and we hope they have a lovely and 

restful Christmas break!



Year 11 – Rewards Trip



Post 16– Miss L Mohan

   Futurum incipit hodie non cras- 'The future starts today not tomorrow'

As we approach the end of the Autumn term, our Post 16 students 
have been very busy completing exams, bringing Christmas to the 
common room and starting the month of 'Advent'. We have had 

some great opportunities including guest speakers, career fairs and 
mock interview practice. We have lots to look forward to coming up 

over the next few weeks including taking part in our Christmas 
school mass, our Christmas rewards assembly and Christmas 

dinner.  Lastly, I would like to wish you and your families a restful 
and fantastic Christmas, and I look forward to seeing our students in 

the new year.

Year 13 Parents Evening is on Thursday 
14th December. All parents must 

attend and students.

Please ensure you have booked your 
appointments as this is the last time 

you will have to speak to teachers 
before the exams.

https://NewmanCoventry.schoolcloud.
co.uk/

Alternatively, you can access the 
booking page through the link on the 
school website.

   Futurum incipit hodie non cras- 'The future starts today not tomorrow'

A massive 
congratulations to all 
Y13 students who have 
sent their UCAS and 
have received some 
phenomenal offers.

We are so proud of 
you!

https://newmancoventry.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://newmancoventry.schoolcloud.co.uk/


Post-16 - 100% Attendance

A massive congratulations to Sam C and Camiah B in Year 12 who have 

achieved 100% attendance throughout their 5 years here at Newman. This is a 
phenomenal achievement, and we are so proud of you!



Post-16 Awards Assembly



Post 16– Enrichment

   Futurum incipit hodie non cras- 'The future starts today not 
tomorrow'

Students who are interested in doing a degree apprenticeship 
in engineering were visited by Warwick University for a talk 
about pathways and how to get into engineering. This was a 
great opportunity for out Y12 and Y13 students to get advice 
and ask questions. They found it extremely helpful and now 
know what to do for their next steps!



www.cncs.school

Miss Oakman

Social Time – Mr Wilson

Students have been enjoying the benefits of the activities at social times. 
There is lots of new equipment in the storage boxes each year group 

requested as part of their social time bid from the student council action 
points. As well as this, student are enjoying the opportunity to relax and 

destress in the well-being rooms at lunch times which have computer 
consoles, cards, uno board games and even air hockey tables.

The sixth form leaders have been running a EAFC tournament and also 
helping in each year group zone at lunch times.



www.cncs.school

PSHE

During this term we have had the opportunity of The Loudmouth Company 
to come into school and deliver assemblies and workshops on topics related 

to relationships (RSE) and health and wellbeing.

Year 7 – ‘My Mate Fancies You’ – Whole year group assembly and 
workshops on ‘Puberty, Growing Up and Transition to Secondary School’.

Year group theme: Year 9 – ‘Calling it Out’ - Issues covered include harmful sexual 
behaviours, sexual harassment, sexual assault, pornography, consent, misogyny.



Community events

This half term students have been working with several 
different organisations to develop their character, personal 

traits and make them active citizens.



Eco-committee

On Wednesday 22nd November, our MAC Eco reps 
attended the first meeting alongside our other MAC 

schools. Zachary and Emily from Year 12 attended the 
event, along with Mr Davies. Mrs Scanlon has been into 
assemblies to discuss Global warming and how students 
can join our school Eco-committee. We can't wait to tell 

you about what exciting projects our pupils have produced 
in our next newsletter



Art 

Our art students are working on some fantastic outcomes this month!



ENGLISH
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Word of the Year
AUTHENTIC [adjective]

Merriam-Webster’s Word of the Year for 2023 is authentic—the term for 
something we’re thinking about, writing about, aspiring to, and judging 

more than ever. Authentic is often connected to identity, whether 
national or personal

Can you use this in your English lessons?

Quotation of the Week
"successful people 

are not gifted; they just 
work hard and then 

succeed on purpose."
J.K. Nelson

Jane Austen 
(16th December 1775)
Books worth reading:

Pride and Prejudice, Emma, 
Persuasion, Sense and 

Sensibility, Mansfield Park, 
Northanger Abbey

Book Recommendation

Silver in the Bone
By Alexandra Bracken

"Simmering with magic, peril, romance, 
and heartbreak."

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/authentic


ENGLISH
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[object File]

Year 12 Debate Trip

Y7/8 English Development Trip!

Several students were selected to attend a poetry event at 
Sidney Stringer school with poet and author Spoz!

Shihon - "It was a really fun trip; I really loved it and I really want to 
thank you and Miss Cotterill for organising and helping us to go on this 

amazing trip."
Roy - "The activities were very fun! We got to write and make up our 

own poems."
Anne  - "We worked as a team to create a piece of writing. My favourite 

part of the day was learning about the poetry as normally I stick to 
descriptive writing or story writing so this was a new attempt. I 

honestly hope I can have more chances like this!"  
Cole - "The trip was amazing!"

Eva - I learnt and gained a lot from this trip and thank you very much 
for giving me the opportunity to do it.

Four Year 12 English students participated in a debate 
competition alongside other schools from the West Midlands. 

Congratulations!
Heath: The debates were, for the most part, well-rounded and 

eloquently expressed. It was a pleasure to participate and an interesting 
end to the working week to hear our co-competitors deliver their own 

orations, with varying success.
Lukas: The debate proved to be a good all-round experience and 

opened our eyes to the nature of public speaking and academic 
competition. All schools performed well - it was interesting to see how 
the controversial motions were handled by other students in their own 

unique way.



ENGLISH
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[object File]

Year 9 – Wizard of Oz @ Planet Ice Trip!

On Tuesday 5th December, 55 Year 9 students 
watched a performance of Wizard of Oz 

performed on ice by wonderfully talented ice 
skaters of Coventry including our very own; 
Abbey Taylor (Year 13) & Faye Taylor (Year 

11). Students had a joyous time getting into the 
festive spirit through the visual arts.



ENGLISH
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[object File]

Year 11 – A Christmas 
Carol Theatre Trip!

A number of our Year 11 
students visited the 
Crescent Theatre on 

Thursday 7th December 
2023 to see a performance 

of A Christmas Carol for 
their English Literature 
GCSE. The performance 
was exceptional, as were 

our students!

Year 8 – Poetry Slam 
Event!

Year 8 students were 
visited by Coventry 
poet, Emilie Jones, 

where they participated 
in a poetry slam 

workshop. The winners 
of the workshop will go 

on to the compete 
against other schools in 

the new year!



Maths

www.cncs.school

Mr Owen's Artemis Question!

Send your answers to Mr Owen via email or pop into AY04

Year 7 : Keturah Ngemegwai
Year 8: Ketan Ketan
Year 9: Carys Ezzati
Year 10: Jasmine Lysik
Year 11: Bridget Williams
Year 12:  Sonny McGovern
Year 13:  Konrad Zeno

Head of Department's 
Stars of the Fortnight

Birmingham Catholic 
Partnership Challenge:

Famous Mathematician of the Month

CNCS recently hosted the annual 
Birmingham Diocese KS4 Maths 

Challenge. We hosted students from 
schools across the diocese for a series 

of mathematical brain teasers and 
team-based tasks.

Congratulations to our team who 
came third overall! Thank 

you, Mr. Mistry for running the event.

Can you solve this puzzle?

The currency used on the planet Zog consists of bank notes of a fixed 
size differing only in colour. Three green notes and eight blue notes 
are worth 46 zogs; eight green notes and three blue notes are worth 
31 zogs. How many zogs are two green notes and three blue notes 
worth?
A  13 zogs  B  16 zogs  C  19 zogs  D  25 zogs  E  27 zogs



Media Studies

Careers across the Curriculum 
Fortnight - December 2023

In the Careers across the Curriculum 
fortnight (December 4th - December 

15th), Year 10 Media Studies students 
were tasked to understand the skills 
that a qualification in Media Studies 

helps them to develop, such as 
research, knowledge of the wider 

world and analytical skills. Students 
then used a range of platforms to help 
them research the range of roles and 

careers that Media can open up to 
them. The students were shocked at 

the array of careers Media Studies 
offers and some are now considering a 

future career in Media!

Coming to a classroom near you very 
soon!

Keep an eye on our socials and your 
emails for the first issue of our new 

school magazine!



Science
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ecently built and tested  a set of bridges that they designed 
themselves and in the latest meeting dissected fish eyes. The club is 

run to meet the interest of its members and all the activities are 
chosen by them.

• Forthcoming events:

• Wednesday 13th December  - Titrations

• Wednesday 20th December - Egg Lander Challenge Making slime
• Writing secret, invisible code messages

• Challenging you paper folding skills to make he best paper 
aeroplane.

Charles Darwin Day Monday 17th July 2023
A scientific giant who changed the way we think about life and our 
position in the world. During Charles Darwin day you will find out 
more about the man and his ideas, in a range of different sunjects

Upcoming in the new year…
Science Stem Club

What do you do in a STEM club?
STEM club is a chance to explore exciting ares of science that you 

might not get chance to try in lessons. Some examples of the 
investigations you could try include:

• Density/ Bouyancy. Cartesian Diver. Aluminum Foil Boats/Pennies. 
...

• Mechanics of Materials/ Structural Engineering. Newspaper 
Bridges. Gumdrop Structures. ...

• Rocketry. Stomp Rockets. Balloon Rockets. ...

STEM Club
STEM Aircraft Challenge Sucess.
On Monday 13th of November 60 pupils from year 9 took part in the STEM Aircraft 
Challenge Event. The event began at 8:40 and ran all day until 3:10 in the Pope Francis Hall, 
an ideal place offering plenty of space to build and test the various aircraft designed during 
the day.

The day started with an introduction to the career opportunities available within 
engineering and then the practical activities began. The first activity was to build the tallest 
tower possible made only from paper that would support a mass, some of the results were 
impressive standing over 2 metres tall.

Having engaged brains with the tower activity pupils were then introduced to the science of 
flight before being given the challenge of designing and building the first prototype aircraft 
of the day., resources were deliberately limited to make it a challenge.

Then the main event of the day took place, to design and build a balsa wood aircraft 
powered by an electric motor. Resources were unlimited for this event but the challenge 
was to build the best aircraft as cheaply as possible, there was a cost to each resource used. 
Teams of 6 pupils were formed, each member being given a specific role to play. The team 
had to design, build, market and present their model aircraft before flying the planes in the 
competition in the afternoon. There were some excellent presentations and a wide variety 
of designs produced and flown in the competition to complete a day thoroughly enjoyed by 
all those that took part.

STEM Club takes place every Wednesday after school, starting at 3:10 and finishing at 4:00. 

Anyone is welcome to join if you have an interest in science and technology and would like 
an opportunity to try out new some new activities or just have a another chance to 
complete something you enjoyed in your science lessons.

The club has recently built and tested a set of bridges that they designed themselves and in 
the latest meeting dissected fish eyes. The club is run to meet the interest of its members 
and all the activities are chosen by them.

Forthcoming events:
Wednesday 13th December - Titrations
Wednesday 20th December - Egg Lander Challenge

Follow us on Twitter @ScienceCncs



all entries send to rhys.davies@cncs.school

HISTORY CHALLENGE

www.cncs.school

History Challenge: who is the person from the past?

He also agitated for the eight hour 
day through the Eight Hour League - 

an organisation that he founded.

Trade Union

Place connected to the 
person

History to read connected to 
the person

Key event the person was 
involved in

Key word connected to the person

Send all entries to rhys.davies@cncs.school

'Socialism does not aim at 

robbing the rich but at 

preventing the rich from 

continuing to rob the poor'

Quote from the person

mailto:rhys.davies@cncs.school
mailto:rhys.davies@cncs.school


HISTORY STARS
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Mr Davies
Year 7 – Isla Coleman
Year 8 –  Luke Kalyan
Year 9 –  Bella Oladele
Year 10 – Nevaeh Hand-Wills
Year 11 – Libbi Grantham

Mr Canning
Y7:  Lexie North
Y8:  Niamh Hogan
Y9: Callum McCreath
Y10:  Nella Zima
Y11: Daniel Vernon
Y12:  Zach McDermott
Y13: Evan Debling

Mrs Good
Year 7 – Ruby Sullivan
Year 8 – Alice Shepherd
Year 9 – Jack Tutchener
Year 10 – Findlay Thompson
Year 11 – Ava Walsh
Year 12 – James Dooley
Year 13 –  Liberty Smith

Mrs Norman

Year 7 –  Owen Bell
Year 8 – Connor Grantham
Year 9 –  Yvonne Donzo



LMR LEN

Y7 – Declan R Y7 – Kai G

Y8 – Orla C Y8 – Doru P

Y9 – Alice K Y9 – Divina K

Y10 – Charlie G Y10 – Senan K

Y11 – Tanvin G Y11 – Zakariya 
N

GEOGRAPHY DEPT

www.cncs.school

Geography - Take Your Learning Further

Y7 – Begin to research 
difference 21st century 

UK floods looking at 
their causes and 
consequences!

JAT TRD

Y7 – Elsie S Y7 – Rio P

Y8 – Ashley E Y8 – Erin B

Y9 – Terase M Y9 – Luke D

Y10 – Peter W Y10 –
Piranavan R

Y11 – Maya S N/A

Geography Geniuses 
Of The Fortnight!

Special Nomination: 
Taylor Dickinson – Going 
above and beyond with 

his GCSE Geography 
homework!

Y8 – Begin to research 
'Energy Wars' and 
conflict over fossil 
fuels in the Middle 

East.

Y9 –  Begin to research 
different  hazards e.g. 

Hurricane Katrina, 
Typhoon Haiyan, the 

Haiti 2010 & Japan 
2011 earthquakes.

Y11 - Practicing and 
completing 8 markers 
from Paper 2 – Focus 
on Edexcel B Q4 & Q7 

for Unforeseen 
Investigations.

Any completed pieces, please 
bring to Mr Miller in WA12. 

Aspire points and potentially 
prizes can be acquired 

depending on the efforts 
placed into your task!

Y10 - Begin to research 
the costs and benefits 
of urban growth and 

development in 
London!

TOP EDUCAKE SCORES – HOME LEARNING

YEAR 7 -  Alex 
Newman – 92% 

Average

YEAR 8 - Aureila
Wegrzyn – 98% 

Average

YEAR 9 – 
Korneila

Szymanska – 
98% Average

YEAR 10 –
Taylor 

Dickinson – 
96% Average

YEAR 11 –
Tamara 

Maksimovic – 
97% Average
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      PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPT

Extra-Curricular Activities
Team Minshull

Day

Activity

Lunch time 1.30-2.05 pm

After school 3.10- 4.30pm

Monday

Staff Meeting night

Fitness suite 3.10pm – 4.30pm

Tuesday

Trampolining (Lunch Gym)

Badminton (Lunch  Sportshall)

Fitness Suite (After school – 4.30pm)

Girls Football (After school – 4.30pm)

Wednesday

Basketball club – (Lunchtime Sportshall)

Boys Football (After school – 4.30pm)

Netball (After school – 4.30pm)

Thursday

Hockey (After school – 4.30pm)

Boys Rugby (After school – 4.30pm)

Friday

KS4 Weight training (Lunch F/Suite)

GCSE AND BTEC SPORT CATCH UP CLASS (After school)
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      PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPT

Extra-Curricular Activities
Team Minshull

Upper school have 
been learning 
cheerleading this 
term. We have had 
some fantastic 
routines produced 
and some great lifts 
as seen in these 
pictures!

Coventry Dynamite 
are coming in in the 
New Year to run a 
club!
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                 Music

Congratulations

David Sarauz Chavez

Passing grade 6 piano



SEND Information

Parent Information

https://inourplace
.co.uk/coventry/

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/localoffer

How do I meet with the CNCS SEND 
TEAM?

1. The SEND Team are always available at 
parents' evenings – make 
appointments or drop in between 
appointments

2. Watch out for news on forthcoming 
SEND coffee morning and twilight 
sessions.  These are available for each 
year group, last term we welcomed 
year 8 parents who had an opportunity 
to review plans and discuss concerns.

3. 3. Contact by phone call or email to 
make an appointment to discuss any 
concerns.  Appointment can be made 
via TEAMS, phone and face to face.

https://inourplace.co.uk/coventry/
https://inourplace.co.uk/coventry/
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/localoffer


SEND Information

Supporting SEND 
Students with Revision

1. Visual prompts can be really 
useful – draw pictures and 
use spider diagrams to aid 
memory – teachers and 
parents can encourage this.

2. Flash cards can be made and 
then worked through with a 
friend, brother, sister or 
parent again this type of 
repetition will aid memory.

3. Song and Rhythm – making 
things into songs can 
be  powerful, e.g.. learning 
the parts of the body for PE 
to Old MacDonald can really 
boost memory.

4. Decode exam questions – 
use highlighters in different 
colours to highlight 
command words and subject 
specific words so it is clear 
what is being asked.

5. Practice using key 
vocabulary in sentences - 
say it and write it –  to be 
able to use the vocabulary 
not just know what it 
means.



LIBRARY
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OPENING HOURS
Breakfast Club – 8-8.30am
Break & Lunchtimes
Mon-Thurs – Close 4pm
Friday – Closed at 3.10pm

Year 7 –  Dragon Mountain–
        Katie & Kevin Tsang
Year 8 –  Fight Back– A M Dassu
Year 9 –  Game Over: Rise of the Riad 
Mob–     M J Sullivan
Year 10 – A Poem for Every Winter Day –
        Ed. Allie Esiri
Year 11 – Macbeth (Graphic Novel)–
        William Shakespeare
Post 16 – The Great Philosophers –
        S Law

There will be an 
extended loan period 
due to the Christmas 

holidays. All books will 
be due back on Monday 

8th January 2024.

BOOK LOANS

Matt Windle also known as the Poet with 
Punch visited the library on Tuesday 14th 

November 2023. He hosted workshops 
for some of our lucky Year 7s. His unique 

style of mixing poetry and boxing is 
fantastic to see and the Year 7s 
experienced a fantastic time!

The Library’s fabulous new Student Librarians, Shihon, Yuvraj, Cole, 
Ketan, Matthan, Laviru, Ameera, Aliyah, Libby and Angel join our 

long running librarians Krzysztof, Lidiia, Lucie and Kateryna and have 
started experiencing all the different types of tasks that the role 

requires.
They have all applied for the position, taken part in an interview and 
training course and are now volunteering some of their time in the 

library.

Welcome to the library team!

The first issue of the half termly 
Library Newsletter was published 

this term. This is distributed to 
students as well as copies in the 

library and on the website. 
Contributions to the 

newsletter include students and 
staff. It is full of information on 

new book additions, events, trivia, 
recommendations and much 

more!

Christmas came to the library and students were 
able to enjoy festive activities during the entire 
week. Each day there was a different activity 
including Christmas templates to decorate with a 
prayer/message to put on the library Christmas 
tree and Where's Santa?. A lot of fun was had by 
all!

RECOMMENDED 
READING – Spring 2.1



CAREERS
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Provider Fair – 16th November 2023
We welcomed some fantastic providers to our Provider Fair last week! We filled the 
sports Hall with Colleges; Apprenticeship Training providers and academies. A provider is 
an organization that is a vocational pathway after Year 11 and an alternative to Sixth 
Form.
Among our visitors we had Coventry & Warwickshire Chamber Training; MGTS; Coventry 
College; Warwickshire College; The Army: RAF and many more!

If you attended this event and 
are considering a pathway 
with them its important to 
apply ASAP. They have 
applications from all over 
Coventry & Warwickshire; if 
you want that place – apply 
now!



CAREERS
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Who's who???

Do you know who the Schools Careers Adviser is?
Miss Brennan – her office is CA07 .
The Careers Lead is Mrs Scanlon and she is also the Assistant HeadTeacher.

We coach for your success! We are here for YOU! If you have a question 
regarding Careers you can see Miss Brennan before or after school or during 
break. She also runs 'Drop-in' sessions outlined below:

What is the definition of the 
term Careers?

Careers is about 
understanding yourself and 
figuring out what you are 
good at.

Knowing what opportunities 
are out there for you.

You having or building on the 
skills to progress.



CAREERS
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Business Speakers – Coventry University
On Wednesday 15th November, Year 13 were given the 

opportunity to listen to Dr Lein Luu who is an Author and 

also Associate Professor/Curriculum Lead at Coventry 

Business School which is part of Coventry University. We 

also had the pleasure of meeting with her colleague Dr 

Uchenna Tony-Okeke.

They delivered a full lesson to our Year 13. Not only was 

it informative subject-wise, the delivery also gave them 

an insight to how a lecture may be delivered at 

University.

The session was very insightful, and the students were 

very engaged.

We aim to inspire our students to move forward into 

their chosen Post 18 pathways; holding sessions like this 

is not only thought provoking, but motivational too .

Miss Brennan is in CA07 for any 
careers related queries. Do drop 
by!

Have you looked at the 
subjects library on 
Unifrog? Gives you 
insight to a 'day in the 
life' studying a 
particular degree path. 
Take a look!!



CAREERS
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Unifrog

Miss Brennan is in CA07 for any 
careers related queries. Do drop 
by!

Unifrog is the Schools Careers Platform. 
There is so much to explore within, eg: 
Careers Pathways; University destinations; 
how to write a CV; search for 
Apprenticeships.
Everything you need to know!

How do you access? You use your school 
email and a password you chose when it 
was launched to you in tutor time.

Year 7 are the last year group to get 
signed up – have you done the personality 
quiz yet?

What Career?
Are you struggling to think 
what you want to do in the 
future? For some of you it 
may be a long way off – for 
others its next year! Do the 
personality quiz on Unifrog 
to give you some ideas. Ask 
family members or close 
friends what they see you 
doing as they will know what 
you seem naturally good 
at. The more you start 

thinking and looking for 

ideas, the more will come 

to you. Every day you see 

people working in their 

jobs – be it the bus driver; 

the shopkeeper; nurses, 

teachers.....keep your 

eyes peeled!.



WELFARE & SUPPORT

Are you in need of support?
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/benefits-1/free-school-meals
If you think that your child might be entitled to receive a free school meal, but you are not currently in 
receipt of one, please contact us on welfare@cncs.school and we will see what we can do to support you 
during this challenging period.

Equally, if you are struggling financially and need help with uniform or resources, please contact us on 
the same email, welfare@cncs.school.

Unwanted School Uniform – Donations Needed
We are always grateful for any donations of old school uniform. There are three big recycle bins by the 
main reception where you can drop off any unwanted school uniform which can then be 
recycled.   These three bins all have brightly coloured lids.

Mrs Tabram manages our school uniform and will arrange for any uniform donations to be cleaned and 
reused. She will then distribute these items as and when required amongst the school community.

Free Sanitary Products
Please be aware that free sanitary products for female students are available in school.
They can be obtained by speaking to a member of the female staff with the  PE Department,
First Aid, TLC, Student Reception or Student Support.

Links to Council Benefits  General Phone enquiries  08085 834333
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/benefits
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/54/benefits/314/coventry_benefits_advice

Citizens Advice Line 0800 144 8848
https://www.coventrycitizensadvice.org.uk/

Coventry Holiday Activities and Food Programme

Website:  https://www.coventry.gov.uk/holiday-activities-food

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/holiday-activities-food/coventry-holiday-activities-food-programme/4

Email:HAFprogramme@coventry.gov.uk

Coventry HAF on Facebook

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/benefits-1/free-school-meals
mailto:welfare@cncs.school
mailto:welfare@cncs.school
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/benefits
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/54/benefits/314/coventry_benefits_advice
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/holiday-activities-food
http:// https:/www.coventry.gov.uk/holiday-activities-food/coventry-holiday-activities-food-programme/4
mailto:HAFprogramme@coventry.gov.uk






Safeguarding



Safeguarding



Wishing all our families a Happy 
Christmas and New Year!
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