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What is Two Tone?

The Two Tone movement is a collaborative music genre from the late 1970s. The Windrush Generation 

bought people to England from the Caribbean, which regrettably, led to social tensions. In order to 

diffuse societal tensions, the Two Tone genre was formed, which was a collaboration of Black and 

White musicians, in bands like The Specials. As the Senior Student Leadership Team, we had the 

opportunity to explore the history of Two Tone and ska (rock/reggae originating in 1950s Jamaica, by 

visiting the Coventry Music Museum.

The Coventry Music Museum was begun by Pete Chambers and his wife Julie. It operates independently of 

the city council, run entirely by volunteers. While the museum does include many Two Tone, ska-

related displays, approximately 55% of the museum focuses on non-ska related topics.

Here, we explored the origins of the genre, including some highlights of the era. A signature band of the 

time is The Specials, who’s most famous song is ‘Ghost Town’. The song was recorded in Leamington Spa, 

and the video for this song was filmed in London, where the band members were driving a 1961 Vauxhall 

Cresta. This car is now on display at the Coventry Music Museum, where people can come and sit in it. We 

explored the ‘Rude Boy’ and ’Rude Girl’ icons of pride, free spirit and rebellion, while also having the 

chance to recreate an iconic dance pose: ‘The Duck Walk’.

COVENTRY MUSIC MUSEUM TRIP 

In the lead up to Cultural Diversity Day, KS3 Drama students have been exploring the history 

and values of Coventry’s famous 2-Tone movement through performance. Inspired by how 2-

Tone music brought people from different backgrounds together during a difficult period in 

the city’s history, students have investigated the themes of division, unity and belonging.

Using the energetic sounds of Monkey Man by The Specials, students learned physical 

theatre techniques inspired by Frantic Assembly. Working in pairs, they created 

choreographed chair duets featuring unison, canon and repeated actions to show how people 

can become connected without using words.

Through movement and collaboration, students discovered how music and theatre can 

communicate powerful ideas and celebrate cultural diversity. Their performances 

reflected the spirit of the 2-Tone movement and highlighted an important chapter in 

Coventry’s history, showing how creativity can bring communities together.

TWO TONE IN DRAMA
Written by Isla F (Year 7)

Written by Natalie K (Year 12) 



By Millie E 

- Year 7 



In the first RE Two Tone lesson, we explored the origins of Two Tone 

music and learned about its connections to Coventry in the late 

1970s and early 1980s. We developed our understanding of how music 

can respond to social issues such as racism and unemployment, and 

how bands like The Specials promoted unity through their songs. 

We listened carefully, took part in discussions, and identified key 

features of the Two Tone genre. We were able to explain why this 

style of music is important and what it represents. Overall, we 

stayed focused and contributed positively throughout an excellent 

lesson. We thoroughly enjoyed learning about Coventrys unique 

musical history , the social impact and having the opportunity to 

create our own lyrics!

TWO TONE IN RE
Written by Joseph C (Year 8)

TWO TONE IN ENGLISH
n English, we have been learning about Coventry’s famous Two Tone movement and how 

music was used to spread messages of unity and hope. We explored the context behind 

the movement and discovered how bands such as The Specials and The Selecter 

responded to issues including racism, unemployment and division in society.

We analysed the lyrics of A Message to You, Rudy, identifying key language techniques 

and discussing the song’s message. We then stepped into the shoes of the character of 

Rudy and wrote our own verses, considering the challenges faced by young people and 

experimenting with rhyme and rhythm to match the Ska beat.

Later, we listened to Doesn’t Make It Alright and Three Minute Hero and debated which 

song best represents the values of the Two Tone movement. Working in teams, we used 

evidence from the lyrics to support our arguments and developed our speaking and 

listening skills.

Through these lessons, we have gained a deeper understanding of Coventry’s musical 

heritage while developing our creativity, analytical skills and confidence in 

expressing our ideas.



ARTWORK BY FLORENCE P - YEAR 9 

What is Two Tone? By James M in Year 7 

Two Tone is a style of British popular music. It combines reggae and pop music, and millions of people listened to it. The music was originally based on 

Ska music. Two Tone was created by both Black and white musicians, and the idea behind Two Tone was to bring people together and promote unity.

Here are some of the most popular Two Tone artists:

• Akrylykz

• Rico Rodriguez

• The Higsons

• The Special AKA

• The Bodysnatchers

• The Merton Parkas

• The Selecter

• The Beat

• Madness

• The Specials

Two Tone music became popular in the late 1970s. The music was not racist, and people from different backgrounds enjoyed it. It had a fast, upbeat 

rhythm and a unique sound.

Some of the best-known songs include Ghost Town by The Specials, Gangsters by The Specials, The Prince by Madness and A Message to You, Rudy by The 

Specials.

In my opinion, there was no better band in the late 1970s than The Specials. They were so good that I don't think any other band was better than them.



TWO TONE IN MATHS

PAULINE BLACK VISIT

In Maths, we have been discovering how mathematical patterns can be found in Coventry’s 

iconic Two Tone movement. We began by revisiting our knowledge of line symmetry and 

rotational symmetry, using a range of shapes to identify lines of symmetry and 

calculate the order of rotation.

We then explored how bands such as The Specials used repeating black and white 

patterns in their artwork and branding. Inspired by these designs, we created our own 

Two Tone patterns using grids and applied mathematical rules to ensure that our 

creations had specific lines of symmetry and rotational symmetry.

Throughout the lesson, we used whiteboards and class discussions to test our 

understanding and explain our reasoning. This helped us to develop our problem-solving 

skills and recognise how mathematics can be applied in creative and real-world 

contexts.

By combining geometry with Coventry’s musical heritage, we have seen how maths can be 

used to create striking designs and have gained a greater appreciation of the links 

between mathematics, art and culture.

We were thrilled to welcome the incredible Pauline 

Black from The Selecter to officially open our 

Cultural Diversity Fortnight! The excitement was 

electric as Pauline cut our Two Tone ribbon, marking 

the start of this special celebration in true iconic 

style. Students had the amazing opportunity to take 

part in a Q&A session, where they gained fascinating 

insights into Pauline’s journey as part of a world-

class band. To top it all off, she worked closely with a 

group of our talented students who had created their 

very own Two Tone song, inspired by the classic Too 

Much Pressure. It was an unforgettable experience, 

and our students absolutely loved meeting Pauline and 

learning more about the powerful legacy of Two Tone 

music! 



TOO MUCH PRESSURE REMIX

SCAN THE QR CODE TO 

WATCH THE VIDEO! 

CNCS TOO MUCH PRESSURE REMIX

(CHORUS 1)

We don’t really know which way it’s gonna go 

But they say that we’re the future so we gotta take control X2

(ADLIBS)

That’s pressure,

Too much pressure 

Weve got to stick together 

‘Cause there’s Too much pressure 

(VERSE 1)

They say we’re the future and we’ve got to get it right 

Carrying the weight of the world every day and night 

Growing up in shadows we’re just tryna find the light 

Cause they say we’re the future gotta keep our future bright 

(ADLIBS)

That’s Pressure 

Theres’s Too much pressure

(VERSE 2)

Violence on the tv always fighting on our screens

All this negativity is all we seem to see 

Tryna keep the peace some people don’t know what it means 

But, we just keep on moving busy chasing all our dreams 

(ADLIBS)

That’s pressure 

Too much pressure 

We gotta stick together 

Cause there’s too much pressure 

(VERSE 3)

1000 friends inside the phone but still we’re feeling all alone 

We don’t wanna look over our shoulder when we’re walking home 

Coventry city we want unity and peace 

So tell me what’s the point in getting you and me to beef 

 

(ADLIBS)

That’s pressure

Too much pressure 

Too much pressure 

(CHORUS 2)

Pressure from society and pressure from our friends 

Pressure from the media when will the pressure end X2

(ADLIBS)

That’s pressure

There’s Too much pressure 

We gotta stick together 

‘Cause there’s too much pressure 

(VERSE 4)

They say that we’re the future and the futures in our 

hands 

Take care of the environment or say bye to your plans 

But that’s a type of pressure they just cannot understand 

When there the ones deforesting destroying all our land 

(ADLIBS)

That’s pressure, 

Too much pressure 

(VERSE 5)

Times change, pressure builds 

Everyday tryna be better still 

They say we have to be the change 

If we don’t do I now we never will 

But we just wanna be free to live our life how we decide 

Get away with your evil eye 

We just wanna do us be free to vibe with an easy life 

(CHORUS 1)

Pressure from society and pressure from our friends 

Pressure from the media when will the pressure end X2 

(ADLIBS) THATS PRESSURE!

 

 

(ADLIBS)

THATS PRESSURE!

 

 

 



ARTWORK BY MADISON M - YEAR 7 



ARTWORK/HISTORY BY MADISON M - YEAR 7 



ARTWORK/HISTORY BY MADISON M - YEAR 7 

TWO TONE IN ART

We are doing cultural diversity projects in this 

subject to celebrate our two-toned history that 

originated in Coventry. This also created the two-

toned music style that emerged in the late 1970s. 

The two-toned colours (black and white) became 

popular and shows the cultural diversity in 

Coventry and around the world. A big symbol of 

cultural diversity is the black and white 

checkers and a person in two toned clothing. This 

represents the racial unity that two toned had 

among the years. For the art department’s lesson 

on cultural diversity, they have decided to do a 

collage of a two-toned figure called the rude boy. 

Here are some images: 

written by oliwia n (year 8) 



TWO TONE POSTER BY ELLIE W - YEAR 

12



TWO TONE IN HISTORY

TWO TONE IN MUSIC

In History, we have been exploring how Coventry became the birthplace of the 

Two Tone movement and how music helped to bring communities together 

during a difficult period. We investigated life in the late 1970s, learning about 

unemployment, factory closures and the social divisions that affected the 

city. Using timelines and source material, we traced the origins of Two Tone 

from local venues and youth clubs to the formation of bands such as The 

Specials and The Selecter. We also examined how Jamaican Ska and British 

Punk combined to create a new sound and how the movement actively 

challenged racism and promoted unity. Throughout the lesson, we colour-

coded causes, events and impacts before matching them together to 

understand how different factors contributed to the success of Two Tone. We 

also explored the significance of the iconic Walt Jabsco logo and even 

designed our own modern versions to represent Coventry today. By studying 

the history of Two Tone, we have developed our understanding of local 

history and discovered how culture and music can bring about positive social 

change.

In Music, we have been receiving some particularly interesting, exciting, and engaging lessons that target how 

enchanting the music of Two Tone was - and still is! Our teachers have been doing a fantastic job, allowing us to view 

the mesmerising songs - and talented people - that brought Coventry together, uniting everyone and bringing 

harmony at a time where there was none, all through the power of their simple yet meaningful lyrics. 

In Year 7, they have been specifically focusing on the song, 'A Message to You, Rudy'. They played along to the song 

with off-beat chords - how exciting! In Year 8, quite a lot has been going on. They have learnt to identify the 

relationships between Reggae and Ska, and also the difference between the 3 different waves of Ska music. They 

also worked on 'A Message to You, Rudy', but have taken on the challenge and added a beautiful baseline! And finally 

Year 9, where our amazing students have been pairing up to play some exciting riffs for ' The Gangsters' by The 

Specials!

As you can see, we've all been hard at work, enjoying the wonderful music that reshaped our city for the better, and 

I hope you enjoyed these lessons as much as we did!

written by vanya c (year 8) 



TWO TONE POSTER BY SCARLETT J - YEAR 8 



TWO TONE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

TWO TONE IN GEOGRAPHY

This week in Computer Science, we explored Coventry’s famous Two Tone music scene by creating our own digital music projects. We 

started by listening to a range of tracks and choosing our favourites before downloading them and importing them into Audacity, 

a professional audio editing program.We then searched for different sound effects, including drum beats, whistles and crashes, 

and experimented with adding them to our songs. Using Audacity, we learned how to move clips, repeat sounds and edit our tracks 

to create our own unique mixes. As well as developing our computing skills, we were able to be creative by designing album covers 

inspired by our chosen songs and bands. This allowed us to combine digital design with music production and gave us an insight into 

how technology is used within the music industry. Overall, we really enjoyed celebrating Coventry’s Two Tone heritage while 

developing new technical skills and expressing our creativity through music and design.

in geography, we explored the history behind Two Tone music and discovered 

how it brought together two different musical styles: Jamaican Ska and 

British Punk. We learned how Coventry's Motor Boom in the 1950s and 1960s 

attracted workers from Jamaica. By investigating the push and pull factors 

behind migration, we discovered why so many people made the long and 

challenging journey to Coventry in search of a better life. We also considered 

the risks and sacrifices that migrants faced and explored the social, 

economic, environmental and political impacts that migration had on both 

Coventry and the people who settled here. As part of our learning, we 

listened to Ghost Town by The Specials and analysed how both the lyrics and 

the music reflected Coventry during a time of unemployment, business 

closures and growing social tensions. We discussed what the song tells us 

about the city's past and formed our own opinions on the main causes of its 

decline. Finally, we compared Coventry then and now, exploring how the city 

has changed over time. We also recognised how migration and cultural 

diversity have helped shape the vibrant and unique Coventry we know today.

written by tilly O’K (year 8) 



TWO TONE POSTER BY VIKTORIA W - YEAR 

7

TWO TONE IN TECHNOLOGY
This half term in Design & Technology, we explored the iconic fashion of the 

Two Tone movement and discovered how clothing became a symbol of style, 

identity and unity. We investigated the key features of Two Tone fashion, 

including monochrome colours, checkerboard patterns, tailored suits, 

pork pie hats and Dr. Martens boots, before creating our own outfit 

designs inspired by the movement. We then took our learning one step 

further by combining classic Two Tone style with modern technology. 

After discussing some of the biggest challenges facing fashion today, 

including sustainability, safety, accessibility and climate change, we 

designed garments and accessories that solved real-world problems. Our 

ideas included reflective jackets to improve visibility at night, climate-

adaptive suits for changing weather, and smart bags with anti-theft 

technology. This project challenged us to think creatively while 

respecting the heritage of Two Tone. It showed us that great design isn't 

just about looking good – it's about solving problems, embracing innovation 

and creating products that make a positive difference to people's lives.



TWO TONE POSTER BY CHIDINMA N - YEAR 

8





PETE CHAMBERS VISIT

WE WERE ABSOLUTELY THRILLED TO WELCOME LYNVAL GOLDING FROM THE 

SPECIALS TO CARDINAL NEWMAN TODAY AS PART OF OUR TWO TONE 

TAKEOVER. LYNVAL SPENT TIME MEETING OUR STUDENTS, TAKING PART IN 

AN ENGAGING Q&A SESSION, WHERE HE SHARED HIS EXPERIENCES OF 

BEING PART OF THE SPECIALS AND THE POWERFUL IMPACT OF THE 2 TONE 

MOVEMENT. HE ALSO SIGNED OUR SPECIAL TWO TONE T-SHIRTS, CREATING 

MEMORIES THEY’LL NEVER FORGET! STUDENTS WERE INSPIRED AS LYNVAL 

SPOKE ABOUT THE STORIES AND MESSAGES BEHIND SOME OF THE BAND’S 

BIGGEST HITS, BRINGING THE MUSIC AND ITS MEANING TO LIFE. TO TOP IT 

ALL OFF, THEY HAD THE INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR HIM SING AND 

PLAY HIS HARMONICA LIVE, A TRULY UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE! WE 

ARE INCREDIBLY GRATEFUL TO LYNVAL FOR TAKING THE TIME TO VISIT AND 

INSPIRE OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY. HIS MESSAGE OF UNITY, DIVERSITY, AND 

INCLUSION PERFECTLY REFLECTS WHAT OUR CULTURAL DIVERSITY DAY IS 

ALL ABOUT 

LYNVAL GOLDING VISIT

SOME OF OUR STUDENTS HAD A FANTASTIC 

OPPORTUNITY TO MEET PETE CHAMBERS FROM THE 

COVENTRY MUSIC MUSEUM. HE SHARED 

FASCINATING INSIGHTS INTO HIS WORK, BRINGING 

MUSIC HISTORY TO LIFE AND INSPIRING OUR 

STUDENTS WITH STORIES FROM COVENTRY’S RICH 

MUSICAL HERITAGE. IT WAS A WONDERFUL 

EXPERIENCE AND A PERFECT WAY TO KICK-START 

OUR CELEBRATIONS!
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